entitics with'their pants down, unless they
take preventive measines, See Practice Center
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that would alfow law firms to go public and

The Brilish Parliament is considering  law
take outside jnvestment.
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Young plaintiff firm wins
- $10M asbestos verdict

By Pam Smith
RECORDER STAFF WRITER

A San Francisco Superior Cout jury
awarded $10.3 million in economic and non-
economic damages Monday in an ashestos
case broughit by a 60-year-old man allzpedly
suffering from mesothelioma.

Teffrey Kaiser of San Francisco plainiff
firm Levin Simes Kaiser & Gormick said it
a big veadict for his relatively new firm, and
that e thiks i’s one of California’s 10
farpest compensatory verdicts for asbestos
cascs in the last 15 years.

Even in the best scenarto, however, plain-
ff George Bamnes won't collect nearly that
cauch. The jury only attributed 13 percent of
the harm to Thorpe sulation Co., the lone
named defendant at tral.

By the time Judge Diane Wick makes a fi-
teal uling on the company’s liability, Barnes
will probably enly be entitied o about $2.3
miltion from Thorpe, Kalser said.

Kaiser also does not expect Thorpe will
have the assets to pay, meaning bis fimm s
now bracing to go to battle against the insu-
{ation company’s insurers over coverage.

“Unfortunately, T expect they'll continue
to deny coverage and we’il have to litigate
with the insurance companies,” Kaiser said.

Levip Simes senior attormey Martha
Berman represented Bames and his wife,
Darlens, at trial-

The jury identified $5 million i non-6co-
nomic damages for physical pain or meatal
suffering in its special verdict Moaday. The
rest, all economic damages, included
#210.,000 for medical bills. $86 1 083 for past
ang [ixture income;, and $178 974 for the loss
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of Bamcs’ services around his Family’s two-
acre: propedty. They found Darlene Bames’
loss of consortium worth another $100 000,

There were no punitive damages; Kaiser
said the plaintiff did not argue negligence.

Kaiser noted Bames and his wife were
both 60 years old, and both testified. “Mc
Bammes had basically worked for 25 years as
2 union ship fitter. ... He had a very nice life,
and a nice family, and I think the jury recog-
nized that he’s going to loge it 211"

The jury atmibuted 15 percent of Bames’
harm to Thorpe, 5 percent to the plaintff
himself, 55 percent to his former cmployer,
the U.5. Navy, and 25 pereent to other man-
ufacturcrs and distributors.

Jane Yee, the Bishop, Bany, Howe, Haney
& Ryder lawyer who represented Thorpe at
trial, did pot immediately return 2 call seek-
ing comment Tuesday afternoon.

Garrert Sanderson 1A, 2 partner in the de-
fense-side toxic tort group at Carroll, Bur-
dick & McDonough, wasn’t familiar with
the details in Barnes v, Thorpe Insulation
Co.,446017. But he noted that a defandant’s
tcial success can be relative, depending on
how an adverse judgment compares 0 the
settlement demands they had faced.

Barnes did scitle with several other defen-
dants, Kaiser said, but the details were confi-
dential. His {irm, three of whose name part-
ners are former defense lawyers from the de-
funct Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, usnally
aims to settle, he added.

*We've ooly had to try four cases in the 3

1/2 years we've been in busincss,” he said.

Reporter Pam Smiths e-mail address is
psniith@alm com.



